14 Steps to Good Sponsorship
1. _____ Prayer for Discernment: The Sponsor’s first responsibility is to pray for
discernment. Take a list of names into your prayer room and share that list with
God. Leave the list with God and wait for Him to reveal the name to you. It may
not happen immediately. Just be patient and wait on God.
2. _____ Pray for Your Pilgrim: Pray for when to discuss the walk with your
potential pilgrim. Pray for God to guide you in the discussion. Pray for an
openness of the Potential Pilgrim’s heart for the Walk to Emmaus.
3. _____ Meet With Your Pilgrim: Pray for God to give you calmness, assurance,
and perseverance. If your Pilgrim is married, you must meet with both partners to
discuss the Walk to Emmaus. The design of the Emmaus movement is to affirm
the sanctity of marriage and commitment of spouses to each other. Presenting the
information to both partners may preclude misunderstandings and lessen
divisiveness. Share important aspects about the walk such as…



Tell when, where, and the time and length of the walk.
This is a Christian Renewal Retreat with approximately 45 women/men from different
walks of life who are strangers, but who will become a close-knit Community.
 The Pilgrim will experience the unconditional love of Jesus, which binds us all
together.
 The Pilgrims will experience strong Christian fellowship with support and
reinforcement in their Emmaus Walk experience.
 The Walk to Emmaus experience doesn’t end Sunday evening. You will continue your
Spiritual growth and renewal as you become involved in a Reunion Group.

4. _____ Give your Potential Pilgrim an application form. Explain everything on
the form. Answer any questions that are raised. Request that the Potential Pilgrim
prayerfully consider the opportunity to attend the Emmaus event. Ask the potential
Pilgrim when you can check back for their response. Pray for the person. Don’t
take a refusal personally. It may not be God’s timing or Emmaus may not be for
this particular person.
5. _____ Collect the application and make sure that everything is filled out
correctly. Check to see if the Pilgrim has any special needs that need to be
reported to the Registrar, “Becky Layman” bobelayman@gmail.com, such as food,
medication, sleeping needs, etc. Fill in the Sponsors portion and submit the
application right away. Remind your Pilgrim to reserve the dates for the 72- hour
experience by marking their calendar as a reminder.
6. _____ Send out Request letters for personal agape letters to be mailed to you.
This may require some personal sleuthing on your part, so that your Pilgrim doesn’t
find out what you’re doing. You should try to collect about 12 personal letters or so.

7. _____ Contact your Pilgrim two weeks prior to the WTE weekend and offer
guidance on what to pack. Provide encouragement and reassurance, which will
help them prepare for the Emmaus experience.
8. _____ Pray for your Pilgrim. Obstacles tend to present themselves as the WTE
weekend approaches. They will need your prayers of protection.
9. _____ Take your Pilgrim to the walk and assist with check-in. Remain with
them until the call out. Sponsor’s Hour is where you will pray over your
Pilgrim’s cross. This will happen directly after the call out, when all of the
Pilgrims and team members have left to begin their weekend.
10. _____ Pray for your Pilgrim. It’s a good idea to sign the 72 hour prayer chart.
It’s very special for the Pilgrim when they see your name on that chart too.
11. _____ Check on your Pilgrim’s family and see if they need anything. You
might take them a meal or have them over for supper on Friday night. If your
Pilgrim lives alone, you may need to feed a pet or water plants, pick up the mail, or
take out the trash. These are all acts of agape love and servanthood.
12. _____ Attend Saturday Night Community Service and Candlelight Service.
Bring the personal agape letters with you if it hasn’t already been done. Your
attendance at the candlelight will be very meaningful for your Pilgrim and for you.
(Young children are not invited for Saturday night.)
13. _____ Attend Closing and provide transportation home for your Pilgrim.
Your attendance at closing will encourage your Pilgrim when they give their
thoughts on the weekend’s experience. It will also give you a glimpse of their
experience. You are their transportation and personal assistant in moving out.
14. _____ It’s the Sponsor’s responsibility to take the new Emmaus member to
a 4th Day Gathering and introduce them to the community. It is very important
to get the new Emmaus Community Member involved in a reunion group. Help
the new member learn about Emmaus and the many ways in which they can serve
in the community and on a walk. Teach your pilgrim how to be a good sponsor, or
take them to an Emmaus Sponsorship training session.

